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Dear Bureau of Land Managenent:

This letter is in response to the BLMs solicitation of public input
regarding its proposed planning options for the Northeast Nationa
Petrol eum Reserve. After readi ng about and hearing testi nony on the

three different proposed plans, | strongly support plan "A", the "l eave
things as they are" plan. Plans B and Cw Il allow the destruction by
the oil industry of too nuch critical wildlife habitat.

Let me nake a few nore detail ed points:

1. The oil industry will make the argunment (as they did at the Anchorage
presentation on June 28, 2004) that national energy security is at

stake and thus the US needs to drill wherever economcally viable oi

can be recovered. The national energy security argument is ridicul ous,
and everyone who has | ooked into this argunment knows that. There is no
way the US can drill its way to energy independence as |ong as we depend
so heavily on oil. Energy conservation and alternative energy can play
a much greater role in energy security than even the nost aggressive
drilling strategy.

2. Plan Ais not great, but it is better than B or C The BLM has
correctly identified areas where plan A offers insufficient protection
to certain rivers and where the damage potentially caused by ice roads
is not properly thought out. Plan A should be strengthened by the new
i nformati on and the perfornmance-based nmeasures now available to the BLM

3. The oil industry has a horrible environnmental record. |If the

oi |l industry instead had a good record, there would not be so nuch
concer ned opposi ng testinmony fromthose of us who care about the health
of our environnent. The oil industry clainms that they now have better
technol ogy for cleaner drilling. The burden of proof sits with them
This industry has hundreds of surface and air pollution violations

per year, many of which unfortunately go undocunmented because of an

i nsufficient nunber of EPA inspectors. Nonetheless, these violations
occur and have occurred for years. The oil industry nust prove good
stewardshi p, and prove it over a sustained period, before they have
access to any fragile or critical habitat.

4. The current pace of oil and mineral extraction around the world is
unsust ai nabl e and grossly destructive. At the sane tinme, new technol ogy
(e.g., solar and wind) and increased efficiency mean that humans are cl ose
to a nore sustainable relationship with the Earth. Wth the popul ati on
stabilizing in the US and ot her devel oped countries, this neans that the
extractive industries are near the end of their destructive lifetines.

VWhat we can save from environnental destruction over the next 20 to 30
years we will likely save for all time. What we lose nowis |ost forever.
We therefore need to be particularly sensitive to which habitats we put

at risk during the | ast decades of humanity's gross resource extraction
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5. The comment period is too short. Gven the detail ed proposals put
forward by BLM and given that sumrer is a nore difficult time to get
the attention and tinme of Al askans, nore tinme should be available for
t hought ful analysis. | suggest 90 days.

Let me finish by saying that | have a personal interest in Alaska and its
environnent as well as expertise in the ill effects of oil devel opnent.

| grew up in Al aska and attended K-12 in Anchorage. Currently | reside in
Al aska part of the year. | amalso a Ph.D. scientist capable of analyzing
conplicated material and recogni zing solid science. M prinmary expertise
is in Astronony and Astrobiology. | have secondary expertise in globa
war m ng and pol lution, and thereby recognize the grave danger of oi

devel opnent in the fragile habitats on the coastal plain in the Northeast
Nati onal Petrol eum Reserve. Sufficient |and has al ready been nade
available to the oil industry, and the 1998 study clearly and w sely set
aside the nost fragile and biologically inportant habitat. This area
needs to be protected, which is currently possible only under option "A"

Thank you for nmaking sure the public is part of this process.
Si ncerely,
Ted von Hi ppel, Ph.D.

1119 G Street
Anchor age, AK 99501
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